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BOUNDARY DISPUTE FAQs 
 

Boundary disputes can occur when someone claims that a fence or other structure encroaches the 
established property boundaries. Boundary disputes can also stem from some other disagreement, 
unrelated to the property lines. Development Services is frequently asked whether the City of Cedar 
Rapids will resolve property boundary disputes between neighbors.  The short answer is no, local 
governments such as cities cannot resolve boundary issues.   

What is the City’s role in property boundaries? 

The City reviews and approves subdivision plats to assure that the area, frontage, and setbacks for the 
platted lots meet the Zoning Ordinance.  The City also reviews site plans for houses, fences, sheds, etc. 
for proper setbacks between the proposed construction and property lines.  However, the City does 
not employ a surveyor to ensure that fences are placed exactly on boundaries or that property 
markers are precisely located.   

Who is responsible for knowing where private property boundaries are located? 

Responsibility belongs to the property owner(s).  If there is a boundary concern, we strongly 
recommend that the property owner(s) hire a licensed land surveyor to retrace and draw the 
boundary and reset missing property pins.  For more information, please see the City’s fact sheet for 
locating property lines.   

What steps should I take to resolve a property dispute? 

1. Verify that there really is a boundary problem.  Hire a licensed land surveyor to retrace and 
mark your property boundaries.  

2. Try talking to your neighbor about the problem and resolving it amicably.  Your neighbor may 
not even be aware that the problem exists yet.  

3. Consider hiring a mediator.  The Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission may also be able to 
mediate your dispute.  Call 319-286-5036 or email civilrights@cedar-rapids.org for more 
information. 

4. Seek legal advice if the dispute is not resolved with the above steps.   
5. The only way the government will resolve a boundary dispute is through the Courts, after a 

party brings suit against the other. 
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What is a boundary by acquiescence? 

The mutual recognition by two adjoining landowners for ten years or more that a line, definitely 
marked by fence or in some manner, is the dividing line between them. Acquiescence exists when both 
parties acknowledge and treat the line as the boundary. When the acquiescence persists for ten years 
the line becomes the true boundary even though a survey may show otherwise and even though 
neither party intended to claim more than called for by his deed. 

To summarize, a fence that’s been in place for ten years or more with the knowledge of both parties, 
may in effect, establish the property boundary irrespective of the platted boundary.  The Courts may 
consider this to settle a boundary dispute.   

I’m purchasing property.  How can I reduce the risk of a boundary dispute? 

1. Have the property surveyed. 
2. Have an attorney prepare a title opinion. 
3. Inspect the property and compare fences and boundary markers with aerial photos or plat 

maps.   
4. Seek legal advice for additional protections in purchase agreements, etc.  


